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Letter from the editor 


Congratulations, Class of 2019! After months of hard work and patience you 
are finally ready to start as freshmen at Hopkins. Honestly, 'm jealous that 
you still have all four years ahead of you. Don’t waste them! 


With 0-week having come to a close, you've probably already learned a 
thing or two about life at Hopkins, from frat hopping, to preparing for your 
courses, to overloading your to-go box at the FFC. All valuable experiences. 


Some of those moments, however, might have been more confusing thal 
enlightening. What’s the Breezeway, you ask? Or why is everyone so hostile 


on D-Level? (And what is the 1)-Level challenge?) That’s where we come in. 


(onsider The Cover-Letter your field guide to freshman year. Learn the 
campus lingo (p. 3), find out how to navigate Brody and MSE (p. 16), and 
get to know the editors of The News-Letter, one of the oldest weekly college 
newspapers in the country (pp. 18-19). 


I hope The Cover Letter gets all of you freshmen excited about kicking off 
college. If your freshman year is anything like mine, | know you'll want to 
hold on to every minute. 


Good luck! . 
— Jane Jeffery, Magazine Editor 205: 2016 


P.S. This is all good info for transfer students too. Welcome to Hopkins — 
we're glad you're here! 
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Campus Phrase Book: learn the Hopkins lingo 


By KAREEM OSMAN 
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HelWell 
The Student Health and 


Wellness Center in short. Its name 


The Beach 


Hate to break it to ya, but 


we are a ways away from Ocean 


City! Our beach is actually a large, usually refers to the usually long wait times en- 


well-maintained body of grass in between dured there. It remains the place to go for 


Char Mar 


The Charles Street Market, 
a “char”ming mini-market begging 
to soak up your Dining Dollars. Situated 
between Wolman Hall and the Charles Apart- 
ments, go there for quality subs, niche 


Charles St. and the library. It remains free condoms and hand sanitizer so 


a fun hangout during early fall. pay a visit, well or unwell! 


Ronnie D 
No, we do not have a Jersey 
Shore star GTL’ing it up around 
campus. Ron Daniels is the well-loved 

president of Hopkins. He is a Hopkins pa- 
triot and selfie magnet. Ronnie D frequents 
sporting events and cares about main- 
taining an open relationship with. 
the student body. 


BroLoCo 


Brody Learning Commons 
has served as a social, group-fo- 
cused extension of the library for a good 
number of years now. Frequently referred to 
as the social hub of campus, its former nick- 
ame ‘BroCo’ has been further adapted 
to reflect the, dare | say it, more 
fun atmosphere. 


snack foods or even bottles of 
rubbing alcohol. 


The Jimmy 
The Jimmy/JHMI/JustGet- 
MeBackToCampusAlready is a 


convenient bus line for JHU affiliates that 
onnects the Homewood, Peabody and Medi, 


The Breezeway 
Analogous to the Suez or 
Panama Canals, the Breezeway is 
the principle connection between the 


HopCop 
Our knights in shining ar- 
‘mor, the HopCops keep watch 
night and day to ensure the safety of the 
tudent body. If you ever feel alone and afraid 
wandering back from that formal turned 
sour, don’t think twice about ask- 

ing for an escort home. . 


cal Campuses. Ride it to Penn Station 


during your Inner Harbor and 
Washington, D.C. trips. 


upper and lower quads. Tolls include the odd 
club/event flier shoved in your face with 
a beaming smile. My recommenda, 
tion? Take them in stride. 


D-level 
The deepest, darkest level 
of the MSE library, D-level has a 
reputation for inducing “stuDy fever” in 
frequent customers. You can diagnose it in sec- 
onds when you receive an acidic glare while 
unceremoniously bustling about. They 
also say there is a “challenge” to bg 
faced down there. 
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10 types of roommates you may encounter ~ 


By WILL ANDERSON 


elcome to your 
first year at Hop- 
kins. A year of 
discovering _ev- 
ery little idiosyncrasy of your 
beloved, or not-so-beloved, 
roommate (unless you’re lucky 
enough to get a single). To better 
understand the transition, here 
are 10 types of roommates as 
household appliances. 


1. The Garbage 
Disposal 


The Garbage Disposal consumes 
all, especially the extra snacks that 
you hide under your pillow and in 
your cabinet. No matter where you 
hide your Fruit by the Foot, you'll soon 
notice it’s about six inches short. They 
never do the laundry or take a shower, 
so it’s up to you to Febreze them into 
a fresh smelling daisy. They’re gross, 
loud and indecent, but at least you 
know they’ll be quiet after the even- 
tual food coma. 


2. The Blender 


The Blender takes everything you 
hold dear and destroys it in an uncon- 
trollable rampage. But as soon as ev- 
erything is ground into a thick pulp, 
including the prized SpongeBob snow 
globe you lovingly made in the fourth 
grade, the tears and apologies will 
start to flow, leaving you confused, 
tired and wondering what you've got- 
ten yourself into. They’re crazy, but at 
least they spice up your life. 


3. The Toaster 


The Toaster is always there for you 
when you need them most. They’re al- 
Ways sitting comfortably in the room, 
clean, sleek and pleasant. Sure they 
may get bitter and burn your favorite 
bread if you neglect them for too long, 
but if you ever need help, the Toaster’s 
always there, ready to make your bor- 
ing old bread crispy and warm. 


4. The Coffee Machine 


The Coffee Machine never sleeps 
and his energy is highly contagious. At 
4 a.m.,, you'll walk into the room to the 
smell of roasting beans and the sounds 
of a foot continuously tapping the floor 
in a nervous rhythm. You'll say, “Hi,” 
and the Coffee Machine will jump out of 
a chair, spilling coffee everywhere and 
then proceed to lick every drop up. But 
at least you can count on being offered 
coffee right after, because it’s 4 a.m. so 
what's the point of sleeping now? 


5. The Oven 


The Oven’s warmth will entice even 
the cynical and cold into their warm 
embrace. The Oven will bake cook- 
ies, smile and listen to you rail against 
the amount of reading you’ve been 
neglecting all week/month/semester. 
But here’s a warning: don’t get too 
close because that heat can suffocate, 
and soon you'll be overly attached, ad- 
dicted to the familiarity and warmth 
that the Oven provides while neglect- 
ing the rest of your new friends. 


6. The Waffle Iron 


Everything fed into the Waffle Iron 
leaves with their imprint on it. You 


introduce your best friend, and now 
she’s the Waffle Iron’s new best friend. 
You show the Waffle Iron your most ef- 
ficient trick to get through the crowds 
in the FFC, and soon everyone is using 
your path and the credit is always giv- 
en to the Waffle Iron. Sure you're the 
real substance behind their rising in- 
fluence, their batter, but at least in your 
heart you know their ideas are-really 
yours. That's okay, right? RIGHT? 


7. The Freezer 


You know the Freezer can speak, 
but only because you heard them tell 
your RA their name on move-in day. 
The Freezer never leaves, never ac- 
knowledges your existence, but isn’t a 
bad roommate or person... you think. 
Your friends ask who they are and 


you say their name, but no one knows - 


them except for your neighbor who 
saw them once at 5 a.m. ona Tuesday 
doing laundry. They become a legend, 
and in your hall a sighting becomes 
an exciting topic of conversation. But 


they're a really great roommate — you’ 


might as well have a single. 


8. The AC Unit 


They're there when you need them 
and gone when you don’t. The AC Unit 
trespects your space, likes to compro- 
mise and is a really chill roommate. 
However, they can be a little noisy, 
especially in the overworked summer 
months. Sometimes they break and 
won't talk to you for a while, but even- 
tually you get uncomfortable and re- 
alize what you did wrong and apolo- 
gize, allowing pleasant, cool air to flow 
through the room again. Your friends 
always talk about how well you and 
the AC Unit get along and how you 
seem to understand each other. You're 
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not the best of friends, but you're awe- _ 
some roommates. — 


9. The Tea Kettle 4 


Their the most laid-back person 
you've ever met and don’t seem to — 
study or do any homework. Whenever — 
you come back to the room, the Tea 
Kettle is listening to music or playing 
video games. They always says that 
they’re fine, but as the semester pro- 
gresses, you can tell there’s something — 
building up inside. When finals arrive 
and you think that you're stressed, the 
Tea Kettle pops under the pressure, 
doesn’t sleep or eat and bites their fin- 
gernails to the nub. Suddenly it’s your 
job to pull their plug and calm them 
down, even though you hardly have 
the time. At the end of the semester 
you're okay, but the Tea Kettle over 
boiled when you weren't looking and 
submitted their transfer application 
a college back home. 


10. The Washing 


Machine 


They'll do your laundry wi 
asking and do it better than you e 
could. They clean the bathroom sit 
days a week and wear the scent of 
Windex and Pledge as perfume. Your 
shower is the most immaculate in the 
building, and your RA loves them 
cause after walking in during orie 
tion week and fainting at the sigh 
a chip on the carpet, the Washing 
chine vacuums his room weekly. $ 
the fumes can get to their head ev 
once in a while, and they might g° 
crazy for a week, shunning all human 
contact, but eventually they’Il snap out 
of it. And thank God, because your 
laundry was well overdue for a was 
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Restaurants, cafés and late-night eats in Charles Village 


By EMILY HERMAN 


re you sick of the FFC already? Or 

looking for food a little closer to your 

Wolman dorm room? Luckily, there are 

tons of quality food options 24/7 just 
steps off campus. 

Let’s start with the basics on the corner of 
33rd and St. Paul Streets, across from Barnes 
& Noble, Subway and the University Mini Market 
— more commonly known as UniMini — are 
always open. 

Unless you live under a rock, you probably 
know what to expect from Subway consider- 
ing it has more locations around the world than 
any other fast food chain. 

UniMini has everything you'd expect to 
find at a gas station minimart. They also have 
hot food, including chicken tenders, mozza- 
rella sticks, sandwiches and sandwiches with 
chicken tenders and mozzarella sticks on them. 

Both of these establishments are most 
crowded on the weekends around 2 a.m. when 
the drunk people take over that 
whole corner. If you plan on 
being awake and sober at that 
hour, plan ahead and pick up! 

Other options for around 
the clock snacks include Insomnia Cookies 
in Charles Commons, which is open for cook- 
ies, brownies and ice cream until 3 a.m. nightly. 
They deliver, but they can’t get past the se- 
curity turnstiles in your dorm, so you at least 
need to be semi-clothed to get your cookie fix. 

You can also hit up the 7-Eleven at N. Charles 
and 31st Streets 24 hours a day for high-quality 
snacks, including Slurpees and Dorito-crusted 
fried cheese wedges. They also have an impres- 
sively extensive selection of Skittles. 

If you walk south down St. Paul Street in the 
daylight hours, you'll find a smattering of other 
delicious food options to satisfy your cravings. 


re-r--- 


, Check out Pages 10-11 
for a map of 

Charles Village! 

your late night snacks earlier. SS Sa 


On the same block as Subway and UniMini, 
between 33rd and 32nd Streets, you'll find a 
handful of national chain restaurants. 

Pizza Studio serves up custom personal 
pizzas with a wide variety of toppings ranging 
from olives and mushrooms to caramelized on- 
ions, goat cheese and balsamic glaze. It just 
opened last semester but has already estab- 
lished a following among Hopkins students. 

Not to be confused with the Barnes & Noble 
café that serves Starbucks coffee, the actual 
Starbucks establishment is in that same block. 
It has limited seating geared mostly for solo 


coffee drinkers, so don’t expect to hold a study « 


group there. 

If Subway is too basic for your taste, try 
Potbelly Sandwich Shop. They serve similar 
sandwiches and much nicer salads and soups 
at a slightly higher price. 

And at the corner is Chipotle. It is just as 
magical as every other Chipotle. Unsurprisingly, 
it is always packed. You will inevitably run into 
someone you know in line. 

Across the street, at 
1! the corner of 32nd and St. 
: Paul, is Ajumma, serving 
| up a variety of Asian foods. 
Their chicken bulgogi is ex- 
tremely popular. While most 
students order takeout, there are always a few 
full tables inside the restaurant. 

Take a right onto 32nd Street and you'll hit a 


little hole-in-the-wall café called Carma’s. They 


serve Instagrammable coffee drinks, heavenly 
baked goods and scrumptious, warm sandwich- 
es. The inside’s a little cozy, but if the weather is 
nice take your grilled cheese and cup of tomato 
soup to the picnic tables just outside. 

The only real grocery store near campus is 
Eddie’s Market. It is small and often pricier than 
Giant and Safeway, but they have all your essen- 
tials. They also have yummy and cheap deli sand- 
wiches as well as a terrific selection of cheesé. 


t 
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Do not walk into Eddie's Market looking to 
buy alcohol — Eddie's Liquor is two doors 
down. But you're too young for that. Right, 
freshman? 

If you're looking to get a little fancy, go to 
Donna’s on the corner of 31st and St. Paul. 
It’s the perfect place to take your parents or 
celebrate your birthday, but fewer people know 
to take advantage of their special weeknight 
deals. Go on Tuesdays for $3 tacos. 

Another place to go to celebrate a special 
occasion is Gertrude’s in the Baltimore Mu- 
seum of Art. They serve up some of the best 
crab cakes in the city. Convince your parents 
to take you for brunch, or go with your friends 
for their $12 Tuesday dinner special. Be sure to 
make a reservation on OpenTable far enough 
in advance. 

If you live in Wolman, McCoy or Hopkins Inn, 
then you're steps away from Tamber’s, located 
at the corner of St. Paul and 34th. Their menu 
is half diner food and half Indian food. Although 
it may seem out 
of place, ordering 
chicken tikka masala 
with ‘a side of mac 
and cheese is weirdly 
Satisfying. You can 
also call in and place 
an order for takeout. 

If you live in the 
AMRs, walk past the 
Ralph S. O'Connor 
Recreation Cen- 
ter and go to One 
World Café at the 
corner of W. Uni- 
versity Parkway 
and Canterbury 
Road. The menu is 
mostly vegetarian, 
but their dishes are 


that you won’t miss the meat. They have 
stellar omelets and French toast specials for 
brunch on the weekends. 

If you're looking for sushi or bibimbap, check 
out Niwana on 33rd Street between St. Paul 
and N. Charles. They take their sweet time mak- 
ing your special maki rolls, but they do a heck 
of a job and they do not skimp on the avocado. 

If you have room in your stomach after din- 
ner at Niwana, go upstairs to Dominion Ice 
Cream. Try the Blue Jay Batter, which is blue- 
berry cheesecake flavored. Don't be afraid of 
their vegetable-flavored ice cream (yes, really); 
this writer is a big fan of beet and cucumber ice 
cream with chocolate sprinkles. Don’t knock it 
before you try it. 

(There's also a Cold Stone Creamery on St. 
Paul next to UniMini. Don’t bother unless you're 
into waiting in line and getting ripped off.) 

Hopefully you've found something to suit * 
your fancy, but if all else fails, try the new crepe 
place inside CharMar and tell me how it is. 


COURTESY OF JANE JEFFERY 


decadent enough (armas Café is choice for weekend brunches and cookie cravings. 
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Listen to your elders: tips from the (lass of 2018 


Work out a method of healthy | 
communication with your roommate | 
before any problems arise. 


By GILLIAN LELCHUK “Bring a thermos to.the FFC and fill 
it with ice cream!” 
— Elizabeth Winklehoff 

Having an unlimited meal plan comes 
with more advantages than just Meals in 
a Minute. You can stop by the FFE to get 
a to go box or cup and fill it with goodies 
that you can save for later or just eat in the 
comfort of your own bedroom. Be careful 
about crumbs in the sheets though. 


“Rearrange furniture at the begin- 
ning of the semester to optimize space.” 
- Anthony Karahalios 

Dorm rooms are notorious for be- 
ing small, but sometimes just switching 
the placement of your desk and your 
wardrobe makes a huge difference. If 
you want you can get your bed lofted j 
so you can put furniture underneath it, | you get together with a few friends to do |” 
thus creating even more space. it. You’d be surprised how much fun a 


Po gee alndty roomie: 1 


best friends there to fool around with. | 


orm living can be a pain, 

but it doesn’t have to be. Let 

the Class of 2018, last year’s 

residents of your dorm rooms, 
show you how to make your college living 
space feel more like home. Here are some 
‘housing hacks from wise sophomores 
who learned them the hard way. 


“Do laundry as a group to make it | 
more fun and to meet people.” | 

— Anthony Karahalios Bef 
Laundry doesn’t have to be a chore if | 


“Two words: rice cooker. Virtually 
anything can be cooked in it, and it’s 
super convenient if you live relatively 

far from the FFC and don’t have a 
kitchenette (e.g., Hop Inn).” 
— Elizabeth Daugherty 
The FFC might not seem like too far 
of a walk from Hop Inn, Wolman or 
McCoy, but once the snow falls you'll 
change your mind. Being able to pre- 
pare your food in your dorm isn’t a lux- 
ury you'll have to wait for, you can do 
it right now! Residential Life has a lot of 
restrictions on appliances you can and 
can’t have in your dorm room, but things 
like rice cookers and toasters are totally 
allowed. 


“If you’re on a meal plan, stock up 
on drinks from Meals in a Minute.” 
— Hansel Romero 

Having the unlimited meal plan is 
great because you can swipe into the 
FFC for all your meals and still head 
over to Char Mar or Levering to hit up 
Meals in a Minute. You can get a sand- 
wich, salad or wrap plus a soda, a bag of 
chips and sometimes a cookie all for just 
a meal swipe. 


Get something to hang over your 
door. Whether that’s a mirror or a set 
_of hooks, don’t let that space go to 
waste. 


Make sure everything has a place 
Don’t just throw things on your chair 

when you come back or your root 
will never be clean. 


“Posters everywhere and fridge 
magnets are little things that went a 
long way in my suite” 

- Esther Rodriguez 

Hopkins dorm rooms are pretty 
much blank canvases so there’s ample 
opportunity to personalize them. Hang- 
ing posters is a great way to do this: If 
you don’t have any, hang up pictures of 
your friends from -home; cut a picture 
of your favorite celebrity out of a maga- 
zine; hang up Christmas lights; write 
your favorite quotes or song lyrics on 
colorful pieces of paper. The possibili- 
ties are endless. 


Vacuum your room more often than 

you think you need to. Vacuums can | 
be borrowed from the Housing 
in AMR II and Wolman Hall. 


“If you ever have food that you 

find you don’t like or can’t use in 

your room set it out in the common 
room and label it ‘Take Me.’ That 
stuff will vanish by sundown.” 
— Kaylynn Sanders 

It’s commonly known that college 
students are hungrier than any other 
type of student. So if, for whatever rea- 
son, you have food that you don’t want, 
you'll never have to worry about it going 
to waste. 


“The Wi-Fi auto-detects and discon- 
nects online gaming traffic to save 
bandwidth. The Ethernet does not, al- 
lowing you to waste your time freely.” 

— John Hughes 
Getting an Ethernet cable is a great 
idea even if you're not a gamer. The Wi- 
Fi can be slow since we’re all using the 
same network. Not very many people 
use the Ethernet so it might come in han- 
dy, especially on class registration days. 


“Wash silverware immediately after | 
you use it or you will never wash it.” 
— John Hughes a 

Leavifg a dirty fork by the sink \ 
the promise to wash it later isn't g 
enough. You'll walk past that fork ev 
day and say you'll wash it tomorrow. 
just buckle down and do it. Letting dit 
dishes pile up can grow mold, wh 
can have negative effects to your 
mune system. Avoid a terrible chai 
events and just do your dishes. _ 


“Get an ottoman! It’s great for 
extra storage, extra seating space and 
perfect for using as a step stool to get 
on your lofted bed.” 
— Mia Berman 

There’s nothing more awkward than 
having to ask one of your friends to sit: 
on the floor because the bed and desk 
chair are occupied. Avoid this situation 
by purchasing an ottoman, the ultimate 
multi-use piece of furniture. 


Have two sets of sheets and towels 
so when you get too lazy to do your 
laundry, your personal hygiene doesn’t 

need to suffer. 
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Forbidden steam toapihitinal have tempted students for years 


By CATIE PAUL 


o really get to know a 

place like Hopkins, some- 

times you have to look 

beneath the surface. The 
steam tunnel system is the most 
notorious underground fixture 
on campus (or rather, below it). It 
runs underneath most of Home- 
wood and houses pipes that carry 
water, steam, electricity, natural 
gas and sewage to different parts 
of the campus. At most points the 
tunnels are large enough for the 
average person to fit comfortably 
and wander through another level 
of the school. 

These tunnels have been in place 
for over a century. The Johns Hop- 
kins University Circular, Volume 35, 
printed in 1916 contains a reference 
to the tunnels: “Steam, electricity, 
water, etc. are distributed from 
the power plant to the various 
building in underground concrete 
tunnels, through which one can 
conveniently walk. These tunnels 
have been completed for the whole 
Homewood development.” 

The tunnels have been used for 
other purposes as well. School of 
Nursing alumna Betty Brizendine 
(45) recounted to The Johns Hopkins 
Magazine that she and her classmates 
would leave work at Hopkins Hos- 
pital and sometimes take the steam 
tunnels back home to Hampton 
House where the receptionist would 
let them in from the basement. 

The magazine also recounts 
that Bob Pond, a materials science 


engineer at Hopkins, stored lab 
supplies in the tunnel after World 
War II. At the end of the war, he 
found plenty of surplus material 
that he had kept underneath the 
ground. 

The steam tunnels have been a 
source of interest on “r/JHU”, the 
Johns Hopkins subreddit on the 
popular content-sharing website 
Reddit. User mikeshemp posted 
an unfinished map of the way the 
steam tunnels appeared in the ‘90s 
when he was an undergraduate at 
Hopkins. Although unable to re- 
cord everything, he mapped tun- 
nels running from Whitehead to 
Gilman Halls and reported that 
they ran even further. 

Mikeshemp reported his usual 
route through the tunnels. 

“Usually through the northwest 
basement of Krieger. Back then, 
the bottom floor was unfinished, 
with exposed pipes on the ceil- 
ing and practically feeling like a 
steam tunnel even before you got 
inside. On the west side of that 
north basement hallway was a big 
(nearly man-sized) fan mounted on 
a hinged door that had long since 
been pried open. It led to the tun- 
nels,” mikeshemp said. 

Reddit user rubberduckranger 
suggests that the best place to get 
in currently is in the basement of 
AMR I. 

Hopkins is far from the only 
college that has underground tun- 
nels. Plenty of schools including 
University: of California-Irvine, 
University of California-Los An- 
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geles, Columbia, University of 
Michigan and Stanford all contain 
tunnels of their own. The tun- 
nels provide a convenient way to 
dispense water and steam from a 
central heating and cooling plant 
to different areas of a sprawling 
campus. 

According to The Los Ange- 
les Times, by 2007 most of these 
schools had started the process of 
closing them off due to concerns 
about security and safety. Admin- 
istrators don’t want students to 
get hurt or for people to use the 
tunnels to sabotage the schools. 
UC Irvine spent up to $300,000 


FILE PHOTO 
The steam tunnels below campus are supposedly blocked off, but students always find a way in. 


on a security system to keep out 
students. Stanford used to encour- 
age students to explore its 10-mile 
tunnel system as a part of tradi- 
tion, but has since padlocked or 
chained entrances. 

Hopkins has also blocked off the 
entrances to a lot of the steam tun- 
nels, but plenty of students have 
still gotten inside. However, if you 
do get in, be careful — the Los An- 
geles Times article also reported 
that in the ‘90s, rumors circulated 
that there were mutant rabbits in” 
the tunnels, leftover from an ex- 
periment. Who knows if they still 
lurk down there? 
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Students who are looking for a more 
“traditional” college dorm tend to find them- 
selves in one of the two Alumni Memorial 
Residences (AMRs). These dorms, located 


on the freshman quad and thus within spit- | 
ting distance of most classes, feature both | 
single and double rooms. While typical com- | 
plaints range from lack of air conditioning to | 


the necessity to share a bathroom with an 
entire floor, the AMRs are also advertised to 


ing options. Junior Ryan Carroll, a veteran 
of AMR |, believes the dorm combined “an 
optimal location” with “excellent opportuni- 
ties to meet people.” 

“The layout of the building facilitated 


was pretty awesome.” 
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Split into two wings with six floors on | 


either side, Wolman Hall offers suite-style liv- 
ing with both single and double rooms. Each 
Suite gets its own kitchenette, stove, small 
refrigerator and sink. Unlike the AMRs, each 
room in Wolman has its own air-conditioning. 


And while the AMRs are located squarely on | 
campus, residents of Wolman must make a | 
daily trek up the beach in order to get to their 
| classes. The dorm’s proximity (or lack thereof} 
be the most “social” of the freshman hous- | 


to campus can be off-putting, but former resi- 
dent Bobby Lesko said he would “definitely live 
there again.” 

“The air conditioning was a big_plus the 
first and last few weeks of school,” Lesko said. 


| “It is definitely an advantage to live in a suite 
easy connections between residents,” Car- | 
roll said. “There was always something to | 
do and people to spend time with, and that | 


because you only share a bathroom with four 
people and the kitchenette is nice to have as 
well. | would live there again this year if Com- 
mons wasn't a choice.” 


| 


With characteristics from both the AMRs 
and Wolman, Buildings A & B offer incoming 
freshman a happy compromise. Residents en- 
joy the air conditioning and suite-style living of 


| Wolman while also living in a prime location 


on campus. 

Junior Andrew Hwang, a former resident 
of Building A, cited the dorm’s air-conditioning 
and suite-shared restrooms as reasons he en- 


_ joyed living in there his freshman year, but 


noted that the dorm also had its drawbacks. 
“There wasn't a big common room for peo- 
ple to interact,” Hwang said. “People mostly 


| left their doors closed. If you didn’t have 


friends there, it was boring.” 

Despite the “boring” environment, Hwang 
emphasized the advantage of living nearby key 
buildings, including the recreation center and 
the Fresh Food Café, where freshmen dine 
most often due to the necessity of a meal plan. 


While the vast majority of McCoy residents are 
sophomores, a couple floors are dedicated to fresh- 
man as well. The living experience is similar to that 
of Wolman; in fact, the two are directly adjacent 
to one another and separated only by 34th street. 
McCoy, like Wolman, offers suites composed of 
both single and double rooms. Sophomore Hirsh 
Shekhar, a former resident of McCoy, described the 
“comfort and amenities” of the dorm as “fantastic.” 

“We had a common room with big TV's on ev- 
ery wing, which was great for football and movies,” 
Shekhar said. “Being able to set the exact tempera- 
ture of each room in the suite is really underrated.” 

Shekhar also noted that sharing a building 
with sophomores had its benefits as well. 

“There were a lot of sophomores in my 
classes and | could do homework with them in 
McCoy while other freshmen in that situation 
always had to go to the library or other dorms 
to meet up with sophomores,” Shekhar said. 


Located the farthest from campus, 
Hopkins Inn houses roughly 60 fresh- 
men. Like Wolman and McCoy, Hop Inn 
is composed of suites with private rest- 
rooms. The suites themselves are made 
up of either a lone double or a single and 
a double. A former resident of Hop Inn, 
junior Will Krause said the dorm had its 
own set of special bonuses. 

“Each room has its own bathroom, unlike 
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the AMRs,” Krause said. “And since it's such an 
insular dorm, most people get to know everyone 
that lives on their floor.” 

While Krause acknowledged the build- 
ing’s benefits, he also believed several 
issues held back his freshman housing 
experience. 

“The building was more run-down than 
Wolman or McCoy,” Krause said. “The walls 
are incredibly thin, so everyone can hear ev- 


erything. My friend's ceiling collapsed. We 
couldn't bring our own fridges, and if too many 
electronics were plugged in at once, the power 
would circuit. Overall it was a decent experi- 
ence, yet | wouldn't recommend living in Hop- 
kins Inn to an incoming freshmen.” 

Krause noted that while he did not have 
the best experience, he knows of at least a 
few others that genuinely enjoyed living in 
Hopkins Inn. 


By ZACH ZILBER 
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An eye-opening volunteer experience in Ghana 


By SARI AMIEL 


his summer, junior Jefferson 
Riera worked to improve 
eyesight in Ghana. Dur- 
ing the trip, his own eyes 
opened to the health disparities fac- 
ing this country, and a clear vision 
of his future career came into focus. 

In early June, Riera landed in Accra, 
Ghana’s capital city. He had traveled 
to Africa to volunteer with Unite for 
Sight, an American non-governmental 
organization (NGO) that works with 
local doctors to improve ophthalmic 
care in developing countries. 

According to Riera, the entire coun- 
try of Ghana only has 56 ophthalmolo- 
gists, and these doctors perform a rel- 
atively small fraction of the country’s 
eye surgeries. 

“The six or seven doctors that Unite 
for Site works with actually provide 
about 60 percent of eye surgeries in 
the country,” Riera said. “[Unite for 
Sight] pairs up with local doctors, pro- 
vides funding and provides resources 
to help them establish a system to pro- 
vide rural communities with ophthal- 
mic care.” 

Riera decided to volunteer for Unite 
for Sight because the NGO’s mission 
was directly in line with his interests. 

“T always had an interest in medi- 
cine. However, recently I decided 
medicine was not the direction I 
wanted to take, but I still was inter- 
ested in the idea of international de- 
velopment. The foundation of inter- 
national development is education 
and health care and trying to provide 
people the health that they need to be 
able to:.. keep their country moving 
forward,” Riera said. 

Riera spent his time in Ghana travel- 
ling around the country where he en- 
countered rural populations that faced 
a variety of public health challenges. 


rich 
Se 


} 


“ 
“em 


é organ 


bee 


syle 


“Every region is experiencing dif- 
ferent problems that prevent individu- 
als from getting eye care,” Riera said. 
“Ghana is a very rural country... It’s 
not at all like any city you would see 
in the United States. While you can be 
in a region that is very nice, you walk 
five minutes and you see extreme pov- 
erty. There’s a major disparity, and 
there’s a lot of people who live in these 
rural areas who are unable to access 
health care.” - 

In some of the rural villages he 
visited, Riera spoke to people who ex- 
pressed a fear of doctors and instead 
relied on traditional medicine. One tra- 
ditional way of resolving eye problems 
involves a procedure that can increase 
eye pressure and cause glaucoma. 

“Sometimes we can repair the dam- 
age to them, and sometimes it’s too 
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late,” Riera said. 

Riera was also troubled by some 
of the non-medical traditions he wit- 
nessed. He saw people who had to 
live in special communities because 
they had leprosy, which is commonly 
viewed as a punishment from God. He 
was especially touched by the story of 
a woman who became blind due to 
untreated cataracts. As a result, her 
husband had remarried and taken her 
children away from her. 

“The doctor that I’m working with... 
performed surgery for her and re- 
moved the cataracts and she was able 
to see,” Riera said. “The first thing she 
said was, ‘I want to go and get my kids 
back.’ It’s great to give people that hope 
and give people that opportunity.” 

Riera also observed health dispari- 
ties at the population level. 


“Fifteen percent of people in Gha- 
na are Muslim, so they are a minor- 
ity group... It’s so visible that because 
they are the minority group, they are 
the ones that have the least access to 
health care,” he said. 

These observations increased 
Riera’s confidence in his recent deci- 
sion to pursue a career in the field of 
international criminal justice. 

“There’s a lot of injustices, and just 
being able to see that has made me 
feel more comfortable with my deci- 
sion to leave the pre-med track and 
want to pursue pre-law,” he said. “I 
am getting the reassurance that I’m 
making the right decision with my 
career choices.” 

In addition to reaffirming Riera’s 
career plans, his trip introduced him 
to a part of the world that has a dra- 
matically distinct culture from his 
home. 

“Coming from New York City, a 
city that is so known for being a fi- 
nancial center of the country and 
then coming to Ghana where you 
see poverty at every corner or you 
see people begging on the streets or 
children walking without shoes... 
Sometimes you just feel that sense of 
guilt,” he said. “The problem is a lot 
bigger than just helping them with 
their eyes.” 

Riera was not able to fully prepare 
himself for the difference in lifestyle 
between the U.S. and Ghana or for the 
disappointment that he felt when he 
was not able to treat certain problems. 

“Coming here I tried to be as open- 
minded as possible, but I did find my- 
self experiencing a great deal of cul- 
ture shock,” Riera said. “There were 
times when I felt like I wasn’t doing 
enough... I would give myself the ad- 
vice to keep seeing the greater pic- 
ture, keep moving forward [and] just 
give it my all.” 
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By RACHEL BIDERMAN 


hether you grew 

up near Baltimore 

or hadn’t visited 

the city before 

Oritentation Week, chances are 

the area is a new frontier for 

you. The Homewood Campus 

is located in centrally located 

Charles Village, a quick Uber 

or JHMI ride away from down- 

town Baltimore and surrounding 

neighborhoods such as Hamp- 
den and Mount Vernon. 

Charles Village is contained by 
East University Parkway to the 
north, 30th Street to the south 
and Guilford Avenue to the east, 
and students are often advised 
by Hop Cops not to wander too 
far out of these lines. Although 
small, Charles Village is full of 
restaurants, cafés and public at- 
tractions such as the Baltimore 
Museum of Art, an internation- 
ally renowned museum boast- 
ing free general admission. 

Make sure to break out of the 
so-called Hopkins Bubble every 
once and a while, but since the 
majority of your time will be 
spent in and around campus, 
it would be best to familiarize 
yourself with its buildings, quads 
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By MIA CAPOBIANCO 


Sophia Farrugia | Junior | Political Science & Classics 


Q: What did you do this summer? : 
A: I was working for ORAM, Organization for Refuge Asylum and Migration in Tel Aviv this 
summer. 


Q: And what did you do for them? 

A: ORAM is dedicated to advocating on behalf of LGBTI refugees internationally. I worked 
as an NGO Management Intern, and in doing so assisted with all daily tasks in the office. 
This ranged from content specific research to NGO finance management. A huge part of 
ORAM's advocacy involves training local migration and government officials, and I was for- 
tunate enough to aid in preparations for such trainings. More than anything, I learned how 
to take the desire to save the world and infuse it with real work management skills to truly 
make a lasting difference. 


Q: What did you do this summer? 


velopment. Second, I worked with the youth 
dents of color from all across America. 


Q: Final question: what advice can you offer pe 
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Leela Subramaniam Senior | Electrical Engineering 


Q: What did you do this summer? 

A: Iwas working at Intel in Oregon this summer. I was working as a silicon architecture engi- 
neer. My main job was to help their validation team, the team who wrote tests to make sure 
components were woune and logic design team, the team who helped design the component. 
I can't go into too much detail because it’s all confidential. But I was working with languages 
such as system Verilog and OVM (open verification methodology). I think the biggest thing 
that you don’t realize until you start a job, is that most of the time you have to learn all the stuff 
you need for it when you get there. 


Q: Has this job impacted your career goals? 

A: This job has hugely impacted my career goals. At the start of the summer I wasn’t really sure 
what I wanted to do. I knew I was passionate about hardware, but was unsure what I should be 
doing. Now after working with Intel I have found a group of people who I love working with, 
and work that I love doing. I think it’s the perfect place for me to start my career, and that’s my 
plan. I am going to be going back to Intel next year to the same team as a full-time hire. 
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Summer Interns of 2015 


Dikshant Malla | Junior | International Studies 


A: My summer was divided into two parts: first 
doing budgetary research on various City pepatcaere such as education and community de- 

eadership development group by teaching policy 
debate at the annual Eddie Conway Liberation Institute (ECLI) to over 40+ high school stu- 


, I worked with the political advocacy group in - 


ople looking for summer internships in 2016? 
A: Baltimore is an awesome place to be over the summer, I would highly recommend everyone 
interested in community work/just trying to understand exactly what that work looks like to 
apply for the CIIP internship. It is an 8-week summer experience, run through the Center for 
Social Concern, where you intern for a NPO of your choice in Baltimore City. More then just 
the internship, it allows you to meet some really cool, like-minded people and explore Balti- 
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By IAN GUSTAFSON 


ou didn’t come to Hop- 
kins for the tailgating and 
big-time college sports at- 
mosphere, but that’s not 
to say there aren’t plenty of ways to 
enjoy sports during your time here. 

First and foremost, Hopkins 
has 22 men’s and women’s varsity 
athletic teams. For those who are 
less inclined to make the substan- 
tial commitment of varsity athlet- 
ics, Hopkins also offers a variety 
of club sports that don’t include 
as rigorous of a practice sched- 
ule. Club sports are a great way to 
stay involved with the games you 
love without overburdening your 
schedule. Our club sports have ac- 
cess to some of the premier varsity 
facilities like Homewood Field and 
Babb Field; many teams are highly 
competitive and travel to take on 
other schools. 

Certainly not everyone wants to 
be a part of an organized team, and 
there are opportunities to get in- 
volved in sports here for those folks 
as well. The Ralph S. O’Connor 
Recreation Center offers a steady 
stream of pick-up basketball and 
badminton games. Or check out 
the wonderful racquetball courts 
that are also located inside the Rec 
Center. Keep an eye out for the oc- 
casional tournaments and activities 
put on by the Rec Center staff — 
they are a ton of fun. For dancers, 
there are frequent Zumba classes 
at the gym, as well as a variety of 


other instructor-led workouts such 
as spinning. 

No discussion of campus ath- 
letics would be complete without 
mentioning our awesome intramu- 
rals program, headed by the won- 
derful Gabby Castellano, assistant 
director of sport clubs and intra- 
murals. Grab some friends and sign 
up online for any of the fall, winter 
or spring leagues of indoor soccer, 
3-on-3 basketball, volleyball and 
the extremely popular flag football. 
Intramurals are a great way to blow 
off some steam with your friends 
while getting great exercise and 
competition. 

For those who are more in- 
clined toward spectator sports, 
Hopkins has plenty of opportu- 
nities for that. Our most popular 
on-campus _ athletic events are 
without a doubt lacrosse games, 
where thousands of people jam 
into Homewood Field to cheer on 
the Division | Blue Jays. The Uni- 
versity often buses groups of stu- 
dents to their away playoff games 
to support the team as well. 

Our other varsity athletic pro- 
grams are in Division III, but they 
still feature great competition and 
a lot of passionate fans. Impor- 
tant basketball and soccer games 
often draw hundreds of rowdy 
students, and many people love 
sunbathing in the outfield bleach- 
ers while watching — baseball. 
There’s a wonderful sense of ath- 
letic community here for a small 
school. You will often see entire 
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varsity teams sitting and cheering 
at other teams’ games. 

There are also opportunities to 
help out the Athletic Department 
by taking a job in Game Opera- 
tions. Many students keep score, 
chase foul balls and run the shot 
clock at games to make some 
extra cash. There are also great 
student jobs available in our in- 
tramural program and working in 
the Rec Center. Those of you who 
are experienced in the weight 
room can get hired as personal 
trainers or weight room monitors. 
Check out the varsity athletics 
equipment room for additional 
work opportunities. 

Baltimore itself is also a great 
town for spectator sports. The city 
is football crazy. Get your Ravens 
tickets early and go downtown to 
M&T Bank Stadium to experience 
one of the most passionate fan 
bases in football. Camden Yards is 
one of the best places in the whole 
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Not a varsity athlete? How to get involved in sports at all levels 


FILE PHOTO 
Members of the men’s lacrosse team celebrate a victory last season against Rutgers University. 


country to see a baseball game, 
and with the Orioles in playoff 
contention again this year, the at- 
mosphere is electric. The Univer- 
sity always hosts a student ticket 
night where you can buy inexpen- 
sive seats. Plus, unlike many major 
stadiums, Camden Yards permits 
fans to bring in outside food, which 
is really nice. — 

With University of Maryland 
just an hour's train ride away, ac- 
cess to premier college athletics is 
right at our doorstep. Take a group 
of friends down to College Park to 
check out a football game or to 
take in some Big 10 hoops. The 
University of Maryland will likely 
be ranked first in the country in 
men’s basketball when the season 
rolls around. You won’t want to 
miss it! Of course, come lacrosse 
season, the Terps are the enemy, so 
don’t get too friendly there. 

Please get out there, get involved 
and carry on the Blue Jay tradition! 
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The doctor is out: confe 


By CATHERINE PALMER 


here do you go to school?” 
“Johns Hopkins.” “Oh, so 
you're pre-med.” 
“Umm... well, no.” 
Believe it or not, the thousands of un- 
dergrads at Hopkins do not all go on 
to medical school. But in fairness, I did 
for several years consider becoming a 
doctor. 

The first job I dreamed of having 
when I was little was that of an astro- 
naut until the tragic explosion of the 
space shuttle Columbia. I then realized 
how dangerous a profession it was. 

Next, I decided to be a mechanical en- 
gineer/car mechanic. To this day, I’m not 
sure why. After that, | wanted to be ama- 
rine biologist since sharks are my favorite 
animals. I was about 12 when I started to 
think seriously about becoming a doctor. 

Thad always liked science classes in 
grade school, but looking back, I think 
my interest in medicine stemmed 


largely from TV shows like Mystery 
Diagnosis, which examined real-life 
medical cases, and House. These influ- 
ences, though, made it difficult for me 
to determine if I was more interested 
in medicine or in acting or even just in 
solving mysteries. 

Acting was and is still in the back of 
my mind as a potential interest, but I 
questioned then as I do today if I would 
feel truly fulfilled as an actor or feel that 
I was making a difference in the world. 

That's what was so clear-cut about 
medicine to me. As a doctor, I knew I 
would always be guaranteed to make a 
difference in the world by virtue of im- 
proving people’s health, sometimes even 
saving their lives. What other career 
could give me that sense of fulfillment? 

However, as I went through high 
school, one thing became abundantly 
clear to me. I was highly averse to the 
idea of being in school for eight more 
years. I gota minimum wage job when 
I was 16 and although it was not par- 


ticularly enjoyable, it gave me a sense 
of accomplishment I’d never experi- 
enced before. I haven't stopped work- 
ing since and I know that I want to 
get a “big girl” job after college rather 
than go through more schooling. 

I think what truly closed the door on 
medicine for me, though, was a three- 
day conference in Washington, D.C. 
that I attended my senior year of high 
school with my dad. Since I had been to 
medical camps the past two summers, I 
was invited to go to this event featuring 
speakers such as the surgeon general 
and nobel prize winners. 

Frankly, I found the conference 
incredibly boring. The talks went on 
for hours and all I could think about 
was what parts of D.C. my dad and I 
would explore on our lunch and din- 
ner breaks. 

On the second day, we decided to 
skip out on the after-dinner session 
because my contacts were irritating 
my eyes and I wanted to go back to 


ssions of an almost pre-med 


the hotel to put on my glasses. My dad 
suggested that we watch a movie, so 
I flipped the options on the hotel TV 
and decided on Frozen because I'd 
heard it had received good reviews. 

Im not ashamed to admit that 
watching Frozen was the highlight of 
the conference for me and that’s when 
I decided I definitely was not cut out to 
be a pre-med. 

So I began my freshman year at 
Hopkins definitively not pre-med and 
temporarily not anything else either. 
I joined The News-Letter mostly on a 
whim - I‘d written two articles for my 
high school paper senior year — and I 
discovered a passion for journalism I 
didn’t know I had. I was making a dif- 
ference. Not in the world, perhaps, but 
in the Hopkins community by deliver- 
ing the news. 

So do I have the rest of my life 
planned out yet? Please. But maybe my 
latest career interest will be the first 
one that’s not just a phase. ; 


Three Hopkins students’ #SocialMedia accounts you have to follow 


By JACQUI NEBER 


Thaddeus Morpheus: Twitter 
(@TKMorpheus) 


This sophomore created his Twitter 
in junior year of high school. 

“The girl I was dating enticed me 
into getting one. My relationship 
stopped 8 months later but my tweet- 
ing hasn't ceased,” he wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 

“A good Twitter account includes 
perfectly timed snarky comments 
and occasional whiny tweets about 
getting A’s in classes,” he wrote. 
“Your retweet game needs to be 
straight fire man.” 


Jilliann Pak: Instagram 
(@JilliannPak) 


Sophomore Jilliann Pak will be cel- 
ebrating her fourth anniversary with her 
Instagram this year. She advises against 
using the filters Instagram provides to 
edit photos and chastises herself for early 
collage photos and “pointless pictures.” 

Thinking about her first photos 
on Instagram makes her want to cry. 
Hopkins has taken over her feed now, 
with most of her photos showcas- 
ing Sterling Brunch, Gilman and the 
leaves changing color on campus. 

“The right ratio of selfies to food 
shots to squad pics is essential,” she 
wrote in an email to The News-Letter. 
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Hansel Romero: Tumblr 
(thesick7billion@tumblr.com) 


He only created his Tumblr account 
this summer, but sophomore Hansel 
Romero is already a pro at using this 
particular platform. Accounts he fol- 
lows include those created by musi-- 
cians, friends and activists. 

“A good blog presents themselves 
as a ‘brand’ of sorts — that is, they 
keep their posts and subject matter 
consistent and cater to a specifically 
niche audience that they’ve adapted 
to over time,” Romero wrote. He be- 
lieves that Tumblr is more about the 
individual expression than the social 
interaction. 
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15 commandments for transfer students — 


By SARAH STOCKMAN 


ou made the decision to trans- 

fer. You slogged through the 

Common App again. You trans- 

ferred grades, got letters of rec- 
ommendation and wrote more essays than 
you thought were possible. You waited and 
waited, watching the rising freshmen hear 
their decisions. And finally, you were ac- 
cepted to The Johns Hopkins University! 
Congratulations, transfer students! You've 
made it. 

Welcome to Hopkins! I joined the class 
of 2016 last year from the University of 
Pittsburgh and so far have not regretted 
my decision to transfer one bit. That being 
said, changing schools in the middle of col- 
lege isn’t easy, so here’s a list of things you 
should definitely know and do as an official 
Hopkins student (in no particular order of 
importance): 


ist. The transfer community is tiny, 

so most students didn’t even know 
people transferred to Hopkins. That be- 
ing said, no one is opposed to transfer stu- 
dents, so you'll fit right in. 


Des hot and sticky in Baltimore and 


] No one on campus knows you ex- 


only rains when a thunderstorm grac- 

es us with its presence; however, the 
frequent downpours during winter melt the 
snow, which means that campus gets really, 
really wet. Although the ground may look 
safe, it’s not. The stones outside of the li- 
brary on the Gilman Quad side squish and 
Squirt water into the air. The brick side- 
walks sink unexpectedly or are covered in 
More than a few inches of water. As some- 
one who got wet a few times, I’m warning 
you — tread carefully. . 


The best hot chocolate is in Brody. 
Hands down. Definitely get whipped 


“ cream. And if you say, “Please,” the 
baristas get really excited. 


Melis. 
:t ts sa 


COURTESY OF SAMHITA ILANGO 


Students get some work done in the lawn chairs on the Keyser Quad (aka Gilman Quad). 


Take advantage of the colorful 
A i on all the quads. They’re 

great for doing homework or people- 
watching or both. 


Go to all the school events. I know 
5 you might think you've done this be- 

fore at your old school, but Hopkins 
knows how to put on a show. Ligliting of the 
Quads is a winter tradition during which 
hundreds of students huddle in front of Gil- 
man to watch the entire quad become illu- 
minated with holiday lights. It’s pretty, plus 
there’s free food. And Spring Fair is a must. 
Take a break from studying for finals and 
eat some deep fried alligator and get a mug 
of root beer. There’s also Homecoming, a 
lacrosse game during Young Alumni Week- 


end in the spring. 


Lacrosse is a huge thing. If you're 
6" the West Coast like me, you 
know lacrosse exists, but what you ll 
learn at Hopkins is that you know nothing 
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about lacrosse. Lacrosse is life. It’s what 
gets people through winter and into spring. 
You thought football fans were crazy until 
you meet lacrosse fans. 


store. It’s the Alpha Delta Phi fra- 

ternity. It got its nickname from the 
fraternity house’s: previous location above 
a Wawa store. 


Visit Hampden. It’s oh so quirky, but 
Sic good food and good people. 

Also, at Christmas, visit the lights on 
34th Street. It’s funky and really pretty. 
Definitely explore Baltimore. Pikesville is 
lovely; Mt. Vernon is great; the Inner Har- 
bor is touristy but has fun stores. It’s im- 
portant to step outside the Hopkins bubble 
every now and again. 


Visit Washington, D.C. It’s $7 on 
Q>: Marc Train during the week. 


Seriously. 


7: Hopkins, Wawa is not a grocery 


Take advantage of cheap stu- 
| dent tickets for concerts at Pea- 
body. The performances are 


amazing, and there are some top-notch 
shows put on every week. 


Go to the Aquarium. It’s so 
| i cool, and on Fridays after 5 
p.m. the tickets are only $12. 


There’s a huge sea turtle and lots of sharks. 
There’s also a sloth. 


7 I’m sure you heard this too 
many times at orientation, but 
join clubs. It’s the quickest 


way to meet people, plus you get to pursue 
something you love. It might seem daunting 


- at first, but give it a bit of time and you'll 


find that you fit right in. 


Fraternities and sororities don’t 
hold recruitment week until the 
spring semester, so don’t worry, 


you have time to settle in. On that note, 


during spring you may see some pretty — 


strange things during fraternity pledging 
like people carrying plants everywhere 
they go. Just go with it. 


As someone who transferred 
| Aes because I was bored, 
I found the workload at Hop- 


kins a bit overwhelming at first. Know 


that youre not alone in being over-— 


whelmed — everyone is all the time. The 
trick is to know when you need a day off. 
Make sure you take that day,to watch an 
entire season of Friends on Netflix, sleep 
or read a book that wasn’t assigned, It’s 
very worth it and will affect your work 
positively, I promise. 


Last of all, ask questions. Peo- 

i 5 ple here are happy to help, but 
you have to ask. If you need 
something from a professor,_an advisor, or 


a TA, make yourself heard. You're the stu- 
dent, and they’re here for you. 


- August 27, 2015 
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~ A guided tour through MSE and Brody 


By ABBY BIESMAN 


Whether you really want to or 
not, it is nearly impossible to avoid 
the MSE/Brody complex. So, here’s a 
guide to avoid awkwardly meander- 
ing through the dimly lit halls of C 
Level and not knowing what A Level 
is until second semester. 

The Milton S. Eisenhower (MSE) Li- 
brary is connected to the Brody Learn- 
ing Commons (the BLC). They offer 
opportunities for both quiet and group 
study. The BLC, fondly referred to as 
Brody, is often considered a social learn- 
ing space. It is a newer space built after 
students had made requests for more 
group-learning spaces on campus. 

MSE is open from 7:30 a.m. to 3 a.m. 
Brody is open all day, everyday. If your 
roommate is loud or an early sleeper, 
there will always be a place for you to go 
to finish up the problem set you told your- 
self you would finish three days prior. 

Anyway, grab your backpack and 
walk inside MSE. When you walk in 
the top level facing Gilman Quad, you 
are walking onto what is called Q Lev- 


el. There is a bathroom up here, as well 
as some casual tables. MSE library re- 
stricts food to Q Level. So if you are 
still carrying around that Levering 
salad, this is a great place to finish it. 

Walk down the stairs and enter 
what is called M Level. Because talk- 
ing is allowed on M Level, people of- 
ten study in groups here. There are 
some fantastically comfortable chairs 
that look out the window. It is not un- 
common to catch snoozers in these 
chairs late at night or on a rainy, Sun- 
day afternoon. 

Walk down the next flight of stairs 
and we arrive on A Level. A Level is 
the lowest noise-friendly floor in the li- 
brary. The tables are long and you have 
to be okay with studying with noise, 
but as long as you like these things, 
then you are ready to enjoy an A+ ex- 
perience on A Level. 

By continuing to descend the stairs, 
you arrive at the quiet levels: B, C and 
D. There are entrances to the M, A, B 
and C levels from Brody. Each floor 
down becomes increasingly silent. 
Whisper on B Level and you'll prob- 


ably be ignored. Walk with flip-flops 
on D Level and heads will undoubt- 


~ edly turn. 


Now, for simplicity’s sake, go back 
up the stairs, walk right outside of Q 
Level, and get ready to enter Brody. 
If you are standing on Gilman Quad 
looking at the buildings, MSE will be 
on your left, a patio will be in front of 
and next to it, and Brody will be on the 
right. Let’s enter Brody from this patio. 

What you will immediately enter is 
a café. The green tea smoothie is pretty 
tasty, and rumor has it that the veggie 
burgers are also pretty delicious. Re- 
member to eat your food before enter- 
ing the learning spaces. Also, always 
remember your J-Card. 

Now that you’ve gotten yourself 
into the café, it is time to swipe into 
Brody. Walk onto the top floor that 
will have a nice view of the atrium 
two floors below. On this top floor is 
a popular place to study: The Read- 
ing Room. This is a silent study space 
with a collegiate atmosphere. Grab a 
cardigan and some tweed because this 
room exudes a classic, regal style. The 


room seats 100 people and can fill-up 
pretty quickly on a Sunday afternoon. 

In the next descent, the atrium is 
found. This is a large space with move- 
able furniture designed to be useful 
for any and every form of group study. 
This is a louder place to study, but a 
popular study location. 

There are group study rooms along 
the sides of Brody and the library 
equipped with whiteboard walls and 
projectors. Group Study Rooms are 
highly coveted, especially as the se- 
mester progresses, and rooms can be 
reserved up to 24 hours in advance on- 
line. Do beware that if you claim a room 
without a reservation, you might be 
kicked out. 

Concluding your tour, head to the 
part of Brody attached to C Level where 
there is a Technology Room appropri- 
ate for group study and learning. The 
Department of Conservation and Pres- 
ervation also has a location on C level. 

Hopefully this amps your study- 
ing and you feel like you understand 
the ins and outs of this hotspot. Have 
a great semester and happy studying! 


By AMANDA AUBLE 


hether you drove the fa- 
miliar streets of your 
hometown or grew up 
mastering your city’s pub- 
lic transportation system, getting around 
Baltimore takes some time to figure out. 
But you can fold up the maps and un- 
plug your GPS because The News-Letter 
is here to provide insider tips so you can 
explore the best of B’More. Here’s the ul- 
timate list of Baltimore transportation: 


Bus: The JHMI (a.k.a “the Jimmy”) 
The JHMI is perfect for Hopkins 


students because it’s free and stops at 
multiple campus sites. Just wait out- 


side the Hopkins Barnes & Noble on™ 


33rd and N. Charles Street and you 


_can hop on the JHMI to get to Penn sta- 


tion, the Peabody Conservatory and 
the Medical Campus. 

Van: Blue Jay Shuttle 

Leaving from Brody Learning 
Commons, the Blue Jay Shuttles are 
spacious vans that travel along des- 
ignated routes (Blue, Green, Red and 
Pink). All you need to get a free ride is 
to flag a van with your JCard. 

Bus: The Charm City Circulator 

The Charm City Circulator is also a 


free bus route that can transport you 
to some of Baltimore’s coolest areas. 
You can check out Charmcitycircula- 
tor.com to see all the routes, but the 
purple route is the most used by Hop- 
kins students. 

Car Service: Uber 

Want to get to a specific restaurant 
in Little Italy or catch a ride back to 
campus after a concert in the Inner 
Harbor? Download the Uber app and 
get the first ride free to your destina- 
tion without having to worry about a 
public transportation schedule. Call- 
ing Uber can be cheaper than a cab, 
and you don’t need cash. 


Gel a move on: transportation options at Hopkins 


COURTESY OF SAMHITA ILANGO 
The JHMI is a 7-day Hopkins-run bus service. 
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Sharing opinions and getting results: Why I jomed The News-Letter 


By JOHN STOLLER 


very college student has 
been told that his or her 
years on campus should be 
spent in self-discovery. It 


my adventurous leap into this new 
stage of life was joining the school 
newspaper. When one thinks of a 
college newspaper, the first images 
that come to mind might be late 


nights huddled around comput- 


ers, hectic newsrooms and stress- 
ful print deadlines. None of these 


ideas are far from the truth, and 


they number among the reasons 
why I chose to join The News-Letter 
in the first place. 

At any level of involvement, 
participating in The News-Letter 
gives me a rewarding sense of 
university involvement and the 
ability to experience the tangible 
fruits of my labor every week as a 
sports editor. 

I personally joined The News-Let- 
ter for a few reasons, first of which 
was familiarity. In high school I 
wrote for my school’s newspaper, 
but often viewed it more as a box 
to check on my college admissions 
profile than an actual passion. Af 


might seem deflating to many that - 


ter not involv- | 
ing myself in & 
The News-Letter | 
my freshman | 
year at Hop- | ; 
kins, I decided HRN) 
sophomore ff 
year that it was — 
time to fill up | 
some of my 
free time, and 
it was worth a | 
shot to check — 
out joining the 
paper. My level | 
of familiarity | 
with — student | 
newspapers | 
combined with 
my friendships 
with several editors at the time 
drove me toward the paper. 

Though my reasons for join- 
ing were pretty typical, encom- 
passing the bright-eyed attitude 
of “I might as well check it out,” 
my reasons for staying were com- 
pletely different. 

Joining The News-Letter gave 
me the opportunity to share my 
opinion on essentially whatever 
I wanted. Many people on staff 
approached editors throughout 


FILE PHOTO 
The newspaper editors looking impossibly cool back in 1964. 


the year with column ideas on a 
host of different subjects. Within 
weeks, these ideas came to form 
on the pages of the paper. Further- 
more, any student not technically 
on staff can email or approach an 
editor with an idea for an article 
they would like to write, and if 
the idea is feasible, more often 
than not it gets published. Per- 
sonally, after establishing myself 
in the good graces of the sports 
editors with a few solid articles, 


they gave me free reign to write 
weekly columns on whatever 
pertinent topics I wanted. These 
pieces spanned from my takes on 
NEL free agency to the Masters 
Tournament. 

Besides being the foremost 
platform to share your thoughts 
with the community, The News- 
Letter is also the primary body 
that keeps Hopkins accountable 
to the student body. Contrary to 
popular belief, the paper has no fi- 
nancial affiliation with the school. 
This means that we can publish 
whatever we deem is fair to print, 
whether or not it upsets the ad- 
ministrators in Garland Hall. 

Finally, though it’s laborious, 
few other student organizations 
produce as many concrete results 
as the paper. Joining The News- 
Letter at its most basic level as a 
staff writer requires a manage- 
able time commitment, in contrast 
to other parts of our college lives 
that often are difficult to manage. 
If you're interested in writing out- 
side of a strict academic environ- 


ment and wish to find some sort . 


of recognition and gratification for 
your efforts, look no further than 
The News-Letter. 
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Want to join the newspaper? We're looking for writers, photographers, 
copy editors, illustrators, webmasters and people to join our business/ 
marketing team. Contact managing@jhunewsletter.com for more info! 
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Name: Melanie Levine 
Major, Year: Molecular & 
Cellular Biology, 2016 
Position: Editor-in-Chief 


Q: What is your favorite 
place on campus? 
A: The Gatehouse. 


Q: Where are you usually 
found? 
A: The Gatehouse. 


Studies, Sociology, 2018 
Position: News & 
Features Editor 


ord? ieee 
A: Clasp. It's wonderfull 


Get to know The News-Letter editors... 


Name: Rachel Biderman 
Major, Year: Political 
Science, 2018 

Position: Managing Editor 


Q: What is your sprit 
animal? 
A: A sarcastic quokka. 


Q: What is your greatest 
fear? 
A: Libel. 


Name: Jacqui Neber 
Major, Year: Writing 
Seminars, 2018 
Position: News & 
Features Editor ‘ 


Q: What is your guilty 
pleasure? 
A: Gossip Girl. Oops. 


Q: What is your greatest 
fear? 

A: Not being happy. with 
who | am as a person. 
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Name: Amanda Auble 
Major, Year: English, 
Writing Seminars, 2017 
Position: A&E Editor 


Q: What is your guilty 
pleasure? 

A: Eating chocolate and 
watching Netflix. 


Q: What is your least fa- 
vorite word? 
A: Fleek. 


August 27, 2015 


Name: Abby Biesman 
Major, Year: Undecided, 
2018 

Position: News & 
Features Editor 


Q: What is your guilty 
pleasure? 
A: Eating Cheez-Its. 


Q: What is your least fa-. 
vorite word? 
A: Chunky. 


— 


sola is your greatest 


Name: Sarah Stockman 
Major, Year: Writing 
Seminars, 2016 
Position: Copy Editor 


Q: What is your least fa- 
vorite word? 
A Bae. It's not a word. 
Stop using it. 


0: What do you regret about 
your time at Hopkins? 

A: That | wasn't here lon- 
ger. | transferred last year 
$0 | Only get two years at 
Hopkins, which is sad. 
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Name: Leon Santhakumar 
Major, Year: Applied Math 
2016 

Position: Photo Editor 


Q: How are you feeling 
right now? 
A: Content. 


Q: What did you want 
to be when you were 
growing up? 

A: A Pokémon trainer. 


016 


Positio! 


nd Cellular Biology, 
euroscience, 2018 


sition: Photo Editor 


dark chocolate. 


Name: Sari Amiel 
Major, Year: GECS, 
Economics, 2017 
Position: Science & 
Technology Editor 


Q: How did you spend 
your summer? 

A: | interned at the 
Treasury Department. 


Q: Would you rather go 
into the past or future? 
A: The future. It'd prob- 
ably be creepier than the 
past, but I'm curious. 


Name: John Stoller 
Major, Year: International 
Studies, 2017 

Position: Sports Editor 


Q: What is your least 
favorite word? 
A: Moist. 


Q: What is your favorite 
TV show? 

A: Tie between /he 
Wire and The Sopranos. 


Name: Gillian Lelchuk 
Major, Year: Writing — 
Seminars, 2018 

Position: Hip Hop Editor 
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Name: lan Gustafson 
Major, Year: Interna- 
tional Studies, 2018 
Position: Sports Editor 


Name: Mia Capobianco 
Major, Year: Writing 
Seminars, Art History, 
2017 

Position: Your Weekend 
Editor 


Q: Would you go into the 
past or future? 

A: No, this question terri- 
fies me. 


Q: Describe yourself in 
three words. 
A: “Boss ass bitch.” 
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